
Specific to WV there are 

also many resources 

available including in-

formation from West 

Virginians for Afford-

able Health Care 

(www.wvahc.org) which 

provides free e-updates 

as well as access to a 

variety of summaries 

viewable from the web-

site. WVAHC has held a 

series of town meet-

ings over the past sev-

eral months to answer 

questions and have dis-

cussion about the com-

plexities of the health 

reform act. The WVAHC 

will be hosting a Health 

Care Reform Summit, 

August 30 and 31 at 

the Charleston Mar-

riott. This will be a 

great opportunity to 

attend presentations by 

national speakers and 

join the dialogue about 

the impact of health 

reform in West Virginia. 

Check the WVAHC web-

site for more details. 

 

The WVRHA will con-

tinue to send informa-

tion to our membership 

via the list serve and 

provide links to these 

and other resources on 

our website 

www.wvrha.org. 

On Tuesday, March 

23, 2010, President 

Obama signed into 

law the Patient Pro-

tection and Afford-

able Care Act. It is an 

historical time in 

health care and with 

the complexity of the 

Affordable Care Act it 

can be a challenge to 

stay current on devel-

opments as the law is 

put into practice. 

 

There are some great 

resources, state and 

national, that provide 

updates and summa-

ries with accurate in-

formation particularly 

for rural health is-

sues. The WVRHA 

routinely sends our 

membership an-

nouncements and 

links via our list serve 

and this article high-

lights three of the 

available resources.  

Healthreform.gov is a 

website maintained by 

the government that 

offers a wide breadth 

of information about 

health reform. There 

is a question and an-

swer section along 

with information spe-

cific to Rural Ameri-

cans and state-specific 

updates. 

The National Rural 

Health Association 

provides a variety of 

ways to stay informed 

and get involved. 

NRHA offers daily up-

dates on health care 

reform as well as easy 

access to numerous 

documents regarding 

the law and its imple-

mentation. The 2 cru-

cial reforms for rural 

health that are the fo-

cus for NRHA are 

abatement of the 

workforce shortage 

crisis and equity in 

reimbursement. Visit 

the NRHA website to 

access these resources 

and more —  

www.ruralhealthweb.o

rg/go/left/policy-and-

advocacy/health-

reform. 
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The West Virginia West Virginia 

Rural Health Asso-Rural Health Asso-

ciationciation advocates 

for empowering all 

West Virginians to 

advance their 

quality of life, well

-being and access 

to excellence in 

rural health care.  
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President Obama meets with physicians in 

the Oval Office to discuss implementation 

of the health care reform act 



The Partners In Health 

Network, Inc. (PIHN) 

was founded in 1995 

and is the largest and 

oldest rural health net-

work in West Virginia. 

The PIHN is a vertically 

integrated delivery net-

work of 23 health care 

facilities in 16 counties 

in southern and central 

West Virginia. The mis-

sion of the PIHN is to 

“meet the health care 

needs of our communi-

ties striving for quality 

care throughout the 

network by leveraging 

existing resources 

while working collabo-

ratively to improve or-

ganizational efficien-

cies.” PIHN and its 

members are dedicated 

to providing high qual-

ity health care through 

a seamless continuum 

of care covering public 

health, prevention, pri-

mary care, psychiatric 

care, dental care, spe-

cialty outpatient care 

and acute inpatient 

hospital care. 

 

The Principles of Opera-

tion for PIHN reflect a 

focus on accountability 

and responsiveness to 

community needs; a 

seamless continuum of 

care; commitment to 

excellence; integrated 

management systems; 

and shared control and 

a collective sense of 

responsibility. In prac-

tice these Principles of 

Operation translate into 

an established network 

of partner organiza-

tions that routinely en-

gage in projects to-

gether and a central 

office that coordinates 

projects and offers a 

menu of services for 

members. Many of the 

PIHN projects and pro-

grams focus on quality 

and training such as:  

 

¶ Credentials Verifica-

tion Service that in-

cludes initial and re-

appointment verifica-

tion services and is 

accredited through 

the National Commit-

tee for Quality Assur-

ance (NCQA) 

¶ Community Access 

Program (CAP) which 

provides access to 

primary and hospital 

care for the working 

uninsured. Currently 

the program provides 

CAP coverage to ap-

proximately 5,000 

patients 

¶ In partnership with 

WVRx, implementing 

systems to automati-

cally notify WVRx 

when a patient is en-

rolled in CAP 

¶ With a grant from 

Carelink, PIHN and its 

members are provid-

ing enhanced care 

management to 

Carelink Medicaid pa-
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tients located in Ka-

nawha, Putnam, 

Boone and Clay Coun-

ties 

¶ Also in collaboration 

with Carelink, a 

Childhood Obesity 

project which in-

cludes activities such 

as health fairs, pres-

entations at after-

school programs and 

CME for providers 

¶ Grant-funded training 

for health centers 

that use WV in-

ROADS, which is an 

online system to help 

eligible children ap-

ply for CHIP or Medi-

caid benefits 

¶ Enhanced care man-

agement for 1,200 

Medicaid disabled/SSI 

eligible patients 

through a project 

funded by the WV 

Health Improvement 

Institute 

¶ WV Telehealth Alli-

ance project to in-

crease bandwidth, a 

statewide collabora-

tion with funding 

from the FCC 

   

PIHN has a dedicated 

staff supporting the 

Member organizations. 

Bob Whitler is the Ex-

ecutive Director and is 

joined by Tom Kuhn, 

Coordinator; Ina An-

gel, Administrative Sec-

retary; Brenda Greene, 

Credentialing Special-

ist; and Thomas Hors-

man, MD, Physician 

Liaison. The WVRHA is 

pleased to have PIHN 

as a member organiza-

tion and Tom Kuhn as 

a Board Member.  

For more information 

about PARTNERS IN 

HEALTH NETWORK, INC. 

contact them at  

405 Capital Street 

Suite 505 

Charleston, WV 25301 

(304) 388.7385 

WWW.PIHN.ORG  
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òConversations on the Porchó 

2010 Appalachian Summit 

August 11-13, 2010 

Marriott Town Center, Charleston, WV 

 

Hosted by the Central Appalachia Regional 

Network (CARN), the Summit will focus on 

four areas: 

¶ Economic Development 

¶ Health 

¶ Education 

¶ Environment 

  

The Summit will include participants from 

the Appalachian counties of Kentucky, 

Maryland, Ohio, Virginia and West Virginia. 

The purpose is to bring together diverse 

organizations and policymakers to build a 

stronger Central Appalachia through 

respectful discussion and sharing of ideas. 

 

Conference speakers include: 

 

Anita R. Brown-Graham, JD, Director of the 

Institute of Emerging Issues 

and 

Hilda R. Heady, MSW, Senior Fellow and 

Chair of the Rural Health Research and 

Policy Group for Atlas Research 

 

WVRHA is a co-sponsor of this event along 

with a broad array of organizations from 

CARN. 

Save the Dates 

 

2010 Appalachian Summit: 

òConversations on the Porchó, August 

11-13, 2010, Marriott Town Center, 

Charleston, WV 

 

Health Care Reform Summit, August 30

-31, 2010, Marriott Town Center, 

Charleston, WV 

 

18TH ANNUAL WV RURAL HEALTH 

CONFERENCE, October 27-29, 2010, 

Glade Springs Resort 

 

WVRHA is co-sponsoring all of these 

events — for additional information and 

direct links to these events and more 

please visit our website, www.wvrha.org 

Honoring  

Senator Robert C. Byrd 

Senator Robert C. Byrd died on 

Monday, June 28, 2010.  He was 92 

years old and had the honor of 

being the longest serving Member of Congress in US history. 

Throughout his career he cast 18,689 roll call votes (more 

than any other Senator in American history), compiling an 

amazing 97% attendance record in his more than 5 decades 

of service in the Senate. During his tenure, his colleagues 

elected him to more leadership positions than any other 

Senator in history including President pro tempore (the 2nd 

highest ranking official in the Senate and the highest ranking 

Senator in the majority party) and Chairman of the Senate 

Appropriations Subcommittee on Homeland Security. 

 

During his service in the US Senate, Robert Byrd always 

worked for the people -- better jobs through new and 

traditional industries; affordable health care close to home; a 

good future for the next generations. Every day he focused 

on building a brighter future for the Mountain State. In the 

halls of Congress, Senator Byrd was best known for his fierce 

defense of the Constitution and the institution of the Senate. 

Always close to his heart, the Constitution guided Byrd. Its 

words and wisdom served as the foundation for his fierce 

defense of principle and of the people’s liberties.  

 

Along with West Virginians and people across the country, 

Senator Jay Rockefeller remembered Senator Byrd’s life and 

legacy. “It has been my greatest privilege to serve with Robert 

C. Byrd in the United States Senate. I looked up to him, I 

fought next to him, and I am deeply saddened that he is 

gone,” Senator Rockefeller said. “He leaves a void that simply 

can never be filled. But I am lifted by the knowledge of his 

deep and abiding faith in God, I have joy in the thought of 

him reunited with his dear Erma, and I am proud knowing 

that his moving life story and legacy of service and love for 

West Virginia will live on.” 

 

Senator Robert C. Byrd was a statesman, a patriot, a defender 

of the Constitution, a proud son of West Virginia and one of 

the most important leaders in American history. Memorial 

services and public viewings were held in Washington, DC 

and Charleston, WV on July 1st and July 2nd with a funeral 

service on July 6th in Arlington, VA. 

  

[Information for this article compiled from http://byrd.senate.gov/]  
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