
NRHA POLICY INSTITUTE 

January 25-27, 2010 at the Capitol Hilton, 

Washington, DC with visits to Capitol Hill during 

the Institute  

For more information about registration and ac-

commodations go to http://www. ruralhealth-

web.org/pi.  

The WVRHA will be coordinating the visits to the WV congressional 

members during the Institute. When you register to attend the Insti-

tute NRHA will provide the WVRHA with your contact information 

and you will be invited to join us on our visits to Capitol Hill. We wel-

come your participation so please join us as we educate our elected 

leaders about the health care needs of West Virginians!  

 

NRHA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

May 18-21, 2010, Savannah, GA 

Details for registration and accommodations are 

forth -coming so check our conferences and edu-

cational opportunities link frequently for up-

dates.  

 

18TH ANNUAL WEST VIRGINIA RURAL 

HEALTH CONFERENCE  

October 27-29, 2010, Glade Springs Re-

sort, Daniels, WV 

The 2010 conference chair is Patricia A. Crawford, MS, CHES, Direc-

tor of Rural Outreach and Graduate Medical Education at the WV 

School of Osteopathic Medicine and a current member and past 

president of the WVRHA. Please plan to come to the 2010 state con-

ference and participate in the annual WVRHA membership meeting 

along with attending all of the informative conference sessions. We 

look forward to seeing you there!  

 

Please visit our website (www.wvrha.org) for links to educational confer-

ences and events. If you have an event announcement to share with the 

WVRHA membership please let us know by sending the information to 

info@wvrha.org.  

UP - COMING EVENTS ñ SAVE THE DATES!  
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ciationciation advocates 

for empowering all 

West Virginians to 

advance their 

quality of life, well

-being and access 

to excellence in 

rural health care.  
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REMEMBER TO VOTE FOR NEW WVRHA BOARD 

MEMBERS BY DECEMBER 31, 2009! 

Check www.wvrha.org in January for election results 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!! 



Sally K. Richardson is 

the Executive Director 

of the WVU Institute for 

Health Policy Research 

and an Emerita Associ-

ate Vice President of 

West Virginia Univer-

sityõs Robert C. Byrd 

Health Sciences Center. 

She is responsible for 

the management and 

direction of the Insti-

tuteõs work and has 

served as principal in-

vestigator on many of 

its projects. An exciting 

current grant project in 

partnership  with the 

WVU Department of 

Community Medicine is 

to establish the WV Ru-

ral Health Research 

Center ð one of six fed-

eral centers in the 

country. The focus of 

the WV Rural Health 

Research Center is envi-

ronmental and other 

socio economic dispari-

ties that negatively im-

pact the health and well 

being of rural commu-

nities throughout the 

country. It also focuses 

on the education, 

knowledge and skills of 

health care profession-

als who work with indi-

viduals and families 

living in rural areas.  

  

Ms. Richardsonõs ser-

vice to WV and to the 

nation has been evident 

throughout her career. 

She began her public 

career in 1978 as an 

Assistant Commis-

sioner in the WV De-

partment of Welfare 

and followed with ser-

vice in the WV Depart-

ment of Health and the 

WV Health Care Cost 

Review Authority. She 

operated her own firm, 

Health Management 

Strategies, from 1985 

until her return to pub-

lic service in 1989 as 

Director of the WV Pub-

lic Employees Insurance 

Agency. During the 

1990õs she served in 

various senior adminis-

trative positions within 

the federal government 

ranging from the Clin-

ton Administrationõs 

1993 Task Force on 

Health Care Reform to 

the Center for Medicaid 

and State Operations. 

She served on various 

work groups and task-

forces throughout her 

tenure including the 

White House Confer-

ence on Children and 

Families, the District of 

Columbiaõs Public 

Health Council, the 

taskforce on Home and 

Community Based Ser-

vices and the National 

Rural Health and Hu-

man Services Advisory 

Board.  

 

Ms. Richardson cur-

rently serves on the 

national March of 

Dimes Public Policy Ad-

visory Board, the Uni-

versity of Minnesota 

State Health Access 

Data Assistance Center 

Advisory Council and 

the National Advisory 

Committee of the RWJ 

Foundation Center for 

Health Policy. In 2007, 

she received the Na-

tional Rural Health As-

sociationõs Louis Gorin 

Award for Outstanding 

Achievement in Rural 

Health Care.   

 

In West Virginia, Sally is 

a member of West Vir-

ginians for Affordable 

Health Care, served as 

chair of the board for 

the Childrenõs Home 

Society of West Virginia 

from 2006 to 2008 and 

is Director Emerita as of 

2009. She has also 

served on the board of 

Imagine WV since July  

2007. She is a Trustee 

Emerita of the Univer-

sity of Charleston, from 

which she holds an 

honorary degree. Sally 

holds an A.B. degree 

from Vassar College 

and she is an adjunct 

faculty member in 

WVUõs Department of 

Community Medicine. 

She was instrumental in 

the formation of the 

WVRHA, has been a 

member since its incep-

tion and a Board mem-

ber at various times 

throughout her mem-

bership. She is a cur-

rent WVRHA Board of 

Directors member and 

our incoming President 

for 2010. We welcome 

Sallyõs leadership and 

look forward to an ex-

citing 2010!   
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Website Resources  

Please take advantage of the resources and 

information available on our newly redesigned 

website: www.wvrha.org.  

 

If you have a resource or event you would like us 

to include let us know by emailing the information 

to us at info@wvrha.org.  

WVRHEP/AHEC  

Recognitions  

 

Outstanding Commu-

nity Partner: Michael J. 

Painter, Southeastern 

Education Consortium 

 

Outstanding Field Fac-

ulty Partner: Darrell H. 

Milem, DDS, Northern 

WV Rural Health Edu-

cation Center, Region 

4 

 

Outstanding Student 

community Service Pro-

ject: Vanessa E. Smith, 

West Virginia Univer-

sity School of Nursing 

 

Outstanding Alumni 

Award: David Yokum, 

RPh, Southeastern 

Education Consortium 

 

The Judith C. Kandzari 

Award: Norman D. Fer-

rari, III, MD, West Vir-

ginia University 

School of Medicine 

 

Other conference 

events included:  

 

The WVRHA Member-

ship Meeting was well -

attended with a review 

of the redesigned web-

site and discussion of 

further improvements 

and a wonderful pres-

A number of awards 

were presented during 

the course of the con-

ference this year in-

cluding:  

 

Distinguished West Vir-

ginian Award, Hilda R. 

Heady 

 

The Governorsõ Rural 

Health Awards  

 

Outstanding Rural 

Health Achievement:  

Michael J. Painter 

 

Outstanding Rural 

Health Practitioners:  

David and Michelle 

Hess, MDs 

 

The Caperton Award 

for Outstanding Rural 

Health Community Pro-

ject: West Virginia Rx, 

Charitable Central Fill 

Pharmacy 

entation by NRHAõs 

Maggie Elehwany with 

regard to health care 

advocacy.  

 

Informative Confer-

ence Sessions filled 

the days of the confer-

ence touching on a 

broad array of issues 

from food safety to ru-

ral recruitment and re-

tention to substance 

abuse to H1N1 Up-

dates.  

 

The WVRHA Silent 

Auction had another 

successful year! Thanks 

to everyone who sup-

ported the auction by 

participating and con-

gratulations to those 

who won their bids and 

got to take goodies 

home!  

 

A special Thank You to 

the OCHS Division of 

Recruitment and Re-

tention for their sup-

port of and assistance 

to the WVRHA!  
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NRHA Dual Membership Offer  

Donõt forget as a current member of the WVRHA 

you are eligible to receive a discount on 

membership to the National Rural Health 

Association. These Special Offer applications are 

available by emailing a request to info@wvrha.org 

or calling 304 -347 -1302.  

Hilda R. Heady receives 

award from Steve Pilato, 

Governor Manchinõs repre-

sentative  

Michael J. Painter re-

ceives award from Steve 

Pilato, Governor Man-

chinõs representative 

Maggie 

Elehwany of 

NRHA ad-

dresses  the 

WVHRA an-

nual mem-

bership 

meeting  



PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF  

THE 2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEMBERS IN JANUARY!! 

 

President Lew Holloway, MS, CHES, Northern WV Rural Health Education Center  

President -Elect Sally Richardson, West Virginia University Institute for Health Policy Research  

Treasurer David Brown, PhD, West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine  

Secretary, Laura Welch, PharmD  

 

Norma K. Bowyer, OD, MS, MPH, FAAO  

Amber Crist, MPH, CHES, Central Counties Area Health Education Centers  

Sharon M. Giles, WV Area Health Education Centers  

Jeff Graham, Beckley Health Right  

Hilda R. Heady, MSW, WVU Health Science Center, WV Rural Health 

Education Partnerships, WV Area Health Education Centers  

Mary Huntley, MPH, CAMC Health Education and Research Institute  

Sandra Y. Pope, MSW, WV Area Health Education Centers  

Lisa Scarberry, WV Primary Care Association  

Dave Sotak, New River Health Association  

2009 WVRHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

P.O. Box 11362 
Charleston, WV 25339 

Questions? 

Contact the 

WVRHA 

(304) 347-1302 

info@wvrha.org 

www.wvrha.org 

Photo by Chuck Conner  


